
MACTON® Turntable Divisible Auditoriums
CASE STUDY - Clayton County Schools   Jonesboro, GA
At the rear of this huge room, there are two turntables housing 250 and 350 seats respectively.

CONCEPT: A Turntable Divisible Auditorium (TDA) 
utilizes the space of a conventional auditorium 
and places one or more of its seating areas onto 
turntables that are capable of rotating to different 
positions. These unique, turntable mounted, 
soundproof walls permit simultaneous, multi-use 
capability and are fully integrated as part of the 
entire auditorium when they are in the forward-
facing position. When turned, they create separate 
teaching, performance, training or meeting 
rooms. 

PROJECT: Through the Clayton County Board of 
Education, the citizens of Clayton County own and 
operate one of the most unique performing arts 
venues in the United States. Thousands of Clayton 
County students and their parents dreamed 
of having adequate facilities for their concerts 
and shows. It took the visionary Superintendent 
of Clayton County Schools, Mr. Ernest Stroud, to 
galvanize the citizens into action. Mr. Stroud’s 
dream to provide a state-of-the-art facility for 
the performing arts students of Clayton County, 
became a reality when he led the citizens to vote 
at an astounding 90% rate of approval to fund the 
building of this and several other school system 
facilities. Mr. Stroud’s dreams and those of his 
constituents came to complete fruition on May 20, 

1990, when hundreds of Clayton County students 
performed at the Grand Opening and Dedication 
of the Performing Arts Center.

The Ernest L. Stroud Hall is the focal point of the facility. 
With a seating capacity of 1800, this auditorium 
is the third largest in metropolitan Atlanta. At the 
rear of this huge room, there are two turntables 
housing 250 and 350 seats respectively. When the 
turntables are rotated, the seats become seating 
for the Lloyd Tarpley Theatre and the Recital Hall. 
Thus three events can, and often do take place 
simultaneously.

During these first ten years of operation, the 
Performing Arts Center has welcomed over two 
million persons as performers or audience members. 
Between four hundred and five hundred events 
occur in the Performing Arts Center each year. The 
facility is open and utilized on an average of three 
hundred, twenty-five days each year. Indeed the 
Clayton County Schools Performing Arts Center is 
the center of artistic activity for Clayton County.

DEFINITION: ROTATING SEATING SECTIONS ThAT CREATE SEPARATE lECTURE hAllS, PERFORmANCE 
AREAS OR OThER ROOmS ThAT CAN bE USED AS NEEDED. 
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